
From The "Golden Mean" to tbe "Summum Bonum" -
Useful or Deceptive Frames of Reference?
Post by “Cassius” of February 16, 2022 at 1:21 PM

This thought just occurs to me:

Do we think that Cicero's Torquatus was mistaken to frame the discussion the way he did? If so,
do we think;

1 ) Cicero intentionally or negligently misrepresents the Epicurean argument by doing this?

2) Cicero was accurately reporting the way Epicureans were arguing in 50 BC?

I ask that because if we begin to have a consensus that this form of argument was an error in
talking to Cicero (who certainly did not agree with Epicurean definitions) then we might profit
from figuring out how this happened.

And in that regard I have more "immortal" words from Norman DeWitt on Cicero's presentation
of Epicurean ethics: "I do not believe he could have misrepresented the truth so successfully
had he not understood it so completely." (Note - this isn't necessary a reference to this part of
Torquatus, but to Cicero's commentary on Epicurus in general.)
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