From The "Golden Mean" to tbe "Summum Bonum" -
Useful or Deceptive Frames of Reference?

Post by “Scott” of February 14, 2022 at 11:43 PM

Quote from Cassius

Epicurus seemed to be treating this question carefully, which even Torquatus seems to
admit when he said that Epicurus denied the necessity to construct a logical argument
that pleasure is good

Yes!

Quote from Cassius

If you are going to ask the question "What is the greatest good?" The answer is
"pleasure."

But you also have to consider "Should you be asking that question?"

Yes!

Quote from Cassius

We have the word guide which is clear. What is added by calling it "good" or calling
pain "evil"?

Yes!

I'm so glad to see this shared out! | couldn't agree more - the "other" philosophers were setting
the terms of the discourse. Its like a silly Mad Libs game where Epicurus is kind of forced into
filling in the blank, and the only possible Epicurean word that could be suggested is "pleasure",
but ...NO! This is a child's game! The "good/greatest good" is just an abstract idea, not a living

reality! You're chasing after a ghost! Y w

http://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2401-from-the-golden-mean-to-tbe-summum-bonum-useful-or-deceptive-
frames-of-reference/?postiD=16834#post16834 1



http://www.epicureanfriends.com/index.php?thread/2392-what-do-you-mean-from-the-golden-mean-of-aristotle/&postID=16823#post16823
http://www.epicureanfriends.com/index.php?thread/2392-what-do-you-mean-from-the-golden-mean-of-aristotle/&postID=16824#post16824
http://www.epicureanfriends.com/index.php?thread/2392-what-do-you-mean-from-the-golden-mean-of-aristotle/&postID=16823#post16823
http://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2401-from-the-golden-mean-to-tbe-summum-bonum-useful-or-deceptive-frames-of-reference/?postID=16834#post16834
http://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2401-from-the-golden-mean-to-tbe-summum-bonum-useful-or-deceptive-frames-of-reference/?postID=16834#post16834

