
"Setting Before the Eyes"
Post by “Cassius” of January 29, 2022 at 7:43 AM

I think what I am really looking for is at least a couple of reliably-sourced English sentences
(without major reconstructions of missing text) that make clear what is being discussed and
how the term is being used.

Otherwise I would presume that something as simple could be going on as we might regularly
say in discussing, for example, how to fish:

"Imagine you are in a boat on a pond getting ready to throw your line...."

"Imagine you are on the shore of a lake and you are about to cast a net...."

I could imagine all sorts of uses of words like "imagine" or "visualize" that would have very little
significance as a technique beyond what is used in common conversation to set the stage for a
discussion.

Now if there are lines like "Epicurus recommended as a method of thinking clearly that you
intensely visualize what it is you are thinking about. Close your eyes and visualize all the colors,
the shapes, the textures, and let your eyes wander all over them.... etc etc etc."

Are you seeing clear statements like that which indicate that Philodemus was emphasizing a
particular method of pursuing thought about something?

If so can you point us to them? I apologize if they are in those links and I just didn't see them.

1http://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2369-setting-before-the-eyes/?postID=16338#post16338
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