Good General Reference Post Contrasting Buddhism
with Epicurus

Post by “Cassius” of January 29, 2022 at 5:26 AM

Thanks Scott! Since we are devoted to studying Epicurus here rather than competing
viewpoints, | doubt it would make much sense to pursue any systematic study of any "minor"
religion or viewpoint unless a significant number of us here have confronted it and need
"ammunition" against it.

The reason "Buddhism" in general is so relevant is of course so many people come into contact
with it (maybe superficially) and need points of reference to decide whether to go further. If
someone is deeply into a specific branch that would most likely be beyond the scope of our
project here. | would probably refer such a person to Hiram, as he is more into those details
than | would think would be appropriate here.

But | do appreciate all the good information that is coming out in these threads.

As was commented to me recently, one thing about our project is that we can expect, as people
rotate in and out of this study, that the same questions are going to be asked over and over
again. Covering them thoroughly as we are doing gives us a database of experiences to which
we can point people going through these questions for the first time.

So we can continue and expand these discussions as our participants here find helpful. But |
think | am already pleased to see that | think we are covering the situation well enough for the
satisfaction of most generalists who ask "As an Epicurean should | be concerned about studying
Buddhism?" And as for me | am satisfied that | would tell most people to give that a very low
priority.

Most people who will come into contact with us probably will need to spend more time
understanding how and why Stoicism is so incompatible with Epicurus rather than Buddhism,
but for those who for whatever reason (geography or whatever) have come more into contact
with Buddhism, this discussion ought to be helpful and is something | could never provide
myself.
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