
Marshal de Saint Evremond on Epicurus
Post by “Cassius” of December 17, 2018 at 8:31 AM

1) "because all books can teach us something new." Yes indeed that is true, but it is also true
that life is short, and you only live once, and you have to be selective about how you spend
your time.

2) No I would not think that is a good summary of the sex position. The GENERAL position, of
which sex is just a subcategory, is that all pleasure is desirable but some pleasures cause more
pain than they are worth. Since there is no god and no fate and no mechanistic determinism,
you have to evaluate each potential love interest and determine whether greater pleasure or
greater pain will come from it. There is no one single answer to that question, and the idea that
there MIGHT be a single answer is inconsistent with Epicurus at a fundamental level. There are
no absolute moral rules. Everything is judged according to context in how much pleasure and
pain it brings, considering both intensity and duration (time). If you are 25 and have a great
time today, but die from a disease tomorrow when you could have lived to 80, you have very
likely poorly judged the pleasure/pain calculus.
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