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Quote from smoothiekiwi

Well, but when it produces more pleasure in the end than normal life, why shouldn't I
sacrifice virtue and dignity for more long-time pleasure?

I think you're going in the right direction with that question, but by inserting "long-time" or
"long-term" you would be focusing exclusively on the "duration" of the pleasure and I doubt
that would be correct Epicurean theory. Duration would (in my understanding) be only one of
the aspects, and you would need to consider "intensity" or some other measure:

Letter to Menoeceus: "And just as with food he does not seek simply the larger share and
nothing else, but rather the most pleasant, so he seeks to enjoy not the longest period of time,
but the most pleasant."

Even that quote might not be entirely clear but I think it is evidence that we measure pleasure
by more than just duration in time.

And that question of determining "the most pleasant" is relevant to the bliss machine hypo at a
fundamental level. The "unreality" that is the basis of so much objection to the experiment is I
think sensing in part the issue that is referenced by Epicurus as "the most pleasant." The issue
is probably not that there is an absolute scale of "most pleasant for everyone" or "the best
pleasure" or "the highest pleasure" for everyone, but there is still an issue of "what kind of
pleasure" is being experienced by the individual that is relevant to the question.
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