Hypotheticals: Would An Epicurean Hook Himself Up
To An "Experience Machine" or a "Pleasure
Machine"?

Post by “Cassius” of January 8, 2022 at 4:23 PM

| think in general a "feeling of happiness" because it is a feeling is well within the category of
pleasure. It's when people start to embellish "happy" with all sorts of other definitions that are
not feelings that the problem comes.

Quote from Matt

| just feel like this hypothetical is in the realm of it being entirely implausible given the
particular parameters. Its an idealist abstraction that doesn’t take into account reality.
How reality works, how nature works, how human behavior works.

And | think you are describing Platonism / Stoicism / virtue exactly: "idealist abstraction that
doesn't take into account reality, how reality works, etc.

http://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/1494-hypotheticals-would-an-epicurean-hook-himself-up-to-an-experience-
machine-or-a-p/?postID=15621#post15621 1



http://www.epicureanfriends.com/index.php?thread/1494-would-an-epicurean-hook-himself-up-to-an-experience-machine-or-a-pleasure-machin/&postID=15608#post15608
http://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/1494-hypotheticals-would-an-epicurean-hook-himself-up-to-an-experience-machine-or-a-p/?postID=15621#post15621
http://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/1494-hypotheticals-would-an-epicurean-hook-himself-up-to-an-experience-machine-or-a-p/?postID=15621#post15621

