
Proselytising and pleasure: compatible?
Post by “smoothiekiwi” of January 7, 2022 at 2:34 AM

Quote from Cassius

Also on this topic, in terms of "spreading the word to new people," another obvious
observation is that since of the things we pursue to ensure a happy life by far the
greatest is the acquisition of friends, and since it is also clear (i would assert) that we
want friends who see the world the way we Epicureans do, then it is logical that some
amount of effort is going to be spent on spreading the word so as to increase the
number of your Epicurean friends.

That makes sense!

Quote from Don

So, the school of Epicurus was widespread and long-lived throughout the ancient world.
In many ways, it could be called "evangelical" in the literal sense of "spreading the
good news." However, I get the impression that there were NOT Epicurean"
missionaries but rather it spread from individual to individual. Then, if a particularly
wealthy Epicurean in a particular city was able to open their house or garden to others,
that would start a Garden (κήπος kēpos) in that city to serve as a school and meeting
place.

Honestly a shame that this practice was lost to time, I would love to visit such a garden with a
smiling Epicurean and a lot of good friends in it!
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