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Quote from Diogenes Laertius, Book X.9

"For our philosopher has abundance of witnesses to attest his unsurpassed goodwill to
all men--his native land, which honoured him with statues in bronze ; his friends, so
many in number that they could hardly be counted by whole cities, and indeed all who
knew him, held fast as they were by the siren-charms of his doctrine..."

Diogenes Laertius, Lives of Eminent Philosophers, BOOK X, EPICURUS (341-271 B.C.)

So, the school of Epicurus was widespread and long-lived throughout the ancient world. In
many ways, it could be called "evangelical" in the literal sense of "spreading the good news."
However, I get the impression that there were NOT Epicurean" missionaries but rather it spread
from individual to individual. Then, if a particularly wealthy Epicurean in a particular city was
able to open their house or garden to others, that would start a Garden (κήπος kēpos) in that
city to serve as a school and meeting place.
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