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One can easily imagine how these disagreeable interpretations get started, depending on
whether one is sympathetic or not.

There's no contradiction between these two positions, because that's our position here:

(1) ALWAYS use your own mind to your fullest ability and NEVER take as accepted anything on
authority or without evidence that you consider to be persuasive.

(2) We want our own community of friends who believe the way we do, and we're going to have
a set list of standards that everyone pretty much needs to adhere to -- and if you don't come
around over time, you're going to want to look elsewhere for a community. 

Both of those are I think absolutely consistent with one another, and I feel sure that Epicurus
saw that just like anyone else would see it who wants to run an organization. I feel sure he had
some version of his pretty close to both (1) and (2). But he also would have known that you
can't run a school that is nothing but a debate society among people who don't agree on core
values. You can't have a Organization of those pledged to undermine all organizations."
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