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Quote from Scott

I feel certain I would experience an increase of pleasure. What am I missing here?

That's because you're a human being living in the material world:

Quote from Diogenes Laertius

"Two sorts of happiness (eudaimonia) can be conceived: (A) the one the highest
possible, such as the gods enjoy, which cannot be augmented; the other (B) admitting
addition and subtraction of pleasures."

That scenario you play out sounds great!  If you could make choices to achieve such a day,
that would be a pleasureable day. The gods - completely filled with blissful happiness and
confident in its incorruptible continuation - experience Happiness A. I think the goal of the
mortal is to see that kind of happiness *as a goal* and to make choices and rejections that can
get the arc of our lives as close to that as possible. To live the most pleasureable life possible.
That's why I'm drawn to Sedley's "idealist" position on the gods. I won't go into details here, but
that makes more "sense" to me than beings living between universes.

To continue, even Epicurus couldn't escape pain and was in excruciating pain near his death,
but he was happy, filled with all the pleasure he could muster, embracing an appreciation for all
the pleasures he had experienced in his life, surrounded by friends who cared about him, and
imagining the continuation of his dream of the Garden (whether or not he would see it).

That's my take on your question. Others may have different responses.

Keep the questions coming! 
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