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Quote from Don

Not THE pleasure, but a pleasure.

And THAT, good sir, is the issue!  Because that (tranquility as THE goal rather than A goal) is
what Okeefe and those who write like he does are relentlessly asserting.

And as we've recently been discussing as to logic, if we're going to talk in terms of a "highest"
goal, there can only be one such animal.

I would like to think that no one would be so foolish as to write off tranquility as desirable, or to
think that any other reasonable person would do that. So I don't think I or any of us are in
danger of actually becoming lulled into constant frenetic activity.

Are there any of those here?  Please step up and name yourselves!  I have a lot of
projects I'd love to have some help with! 

And in fact I think the danger is quite the reverse. A lot of very good people ARE in danger of
looking only to "tranquility" - to "rest" - to passivity, and to other and more darker forms of
resignation that border on "giving up" everything in life just for the sake of "absence of pain."
The pressures of modern life, and the absence of good solid philosophic alternatives, drive a lot
of people to the edge of despair. I would tag a lot of the problem with people strung out on
meth and other drugs as being fed by the degeneracy of culture that Epicurus was fighting
against. Fatalism, nonsensical virtue for the sake of virtue, imaginary heavens and hells, etc.

So I would say that if we had to rank those who swing from one extreme to the other, both of
which would be wrong, there are a much higher number of people among those attracted to the
O'Keefe version of Epicurus that are on the "passivity" side of that list.

And when I think about the energy and enthusiasm and vigor that I think is going to be
necessary to re-establish Epicurean philosophy as a viable community and viable philosophic
alternative, I think that passivity and withdrawal, and a designation that "tranquility" is our
goal, is just about the worst poison pill for Epicurean philosophy that any Stoic could ever
dream up.

I think Epicurus was engaged in what was essentially a philosophic war against the rival
schools, and a war footing is probably where a good number of us need to be. 
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But rest assured, when my war is over, I'll be looking for more than a little tranquility!
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