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Epicurean Justice and Law

Abstract

This dissertation concerns a cluster of related issues surrounding the Epicurean conception of
justice. First, I show that the Epicureans defend a sophisticated kind of social contract theory
and maintain a kind of legal positivism, views that are widely held today and so are of
continuing interest for contemporary readers. In doing so, I argue that thinking about justice
and law forms an integral part of Epicurean philosophy (pace the standard view). Second, I take
up some neglected issues regarding justice and so provide detailed accounts of the
metaphysics of moral properties in Epicureanism as well as of Epicurean moral epistemology.
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