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Ok here is a much better second effort of an MP3 version of the Belfast Address:
https://www.swisstransfer.com/d/e59f721c-d21…20-69259164f37e No doubt there are still
some errors. Please report them and help me get a better transcript here: Tyndall - Address at
Belfast

I still haven't completed a full run-through, and I hesitate to sound like I am fully endorsing this
until I fully absorb his conclusions and where he leaves the argument - which I haven't yet been
able to finish.

I note in scanning the latter part of the text that a lot of it cites Darwin, and that always gives
me pause. I am of course well disposed toward Darwin and what Darwin stands for in the public
mind, but I have never read much of Darwin himself to be able to know for myself. Much of the
reason I mention this is that I am not an expert on Nietzsche either - by far - but I think I am
aware that Nietzsche did not think highly of Darwin. Not that I consider Nietzsche a standard of
perfection either, but given Nietzsche's appreciation for Epicurus I am concerned that there
may be some deep-seated philosophic issues that I need to understand. In the meantime I think
it's best if I continue to hold back in being as sweeping in an endorsement of Darwin as his work
on evolution might indicate would be the case.

I note that Tyndall is touching on some of the deeper philosophical issues in this essay, so
maybe in reviewing this speech he'll help us explore what I think is a similar issue: Why so
many good scientific-minded Brits of the last several hundred years could end up being so good
on "raw science" but so bad on philosophy. (And I say that as someone who is genetically
primary a Brit himself, if I understand my DNA results!)
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