Episode Ninety-Three: Torquatus Leads Us Forward
Into Conflict Over Epicurean Ethics

Post by “Godfrey” of October 30, 2021 at 3:35 PM

Quote from Don

Hmm. | not sure PDO3 is counterfactual as much as it is an unattainable goal (unless
you're a god!). If a person was exclusively experiencing no pain in their body or mind
anywhere, they would, by definition, be experiencing nothing but pleasure. Once that

state (again only attainable by a god) is reached, pleasure cannot be "increased" but
simply varied.

As | think about it more, | think of PD03 as definitional. If you reverse the order of the two
sentences, he's saying that (2) if in any part of you you are experiencing pleasure, then in that
part you are not experiencing pain. So (1) you would therefore reach the limit of pleasure if you
are not experiencing pain in any part of your body or mind.

So he's defining the dichotomous, either/or relationship of pleasure and pain. In PD0O3 he only
deals with accumulation or condensing, but in PD09 and PD10 he adds time, etc.

PDO3 isn't an unattainable goal, | think we've all had moments of experiencing the limit. But if
we were able to live constantly in that state, then we'd be like the gods!
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