
Episode Ninety-Three: Torquatus Leads Us Forward
Into Conflict Over Epicurean Ethics
Post by “Don” of October 29, 2021 at 9:35 PM

Quote from Cassius

I do think that pleasures have to be ranked so that we can intelligently choose between
them.

No, no, no. I thought we had agreed on this one. We choose by applying whether a specific
pleasurable activity leads to a more pleasurable life. We don't need to consult a list or ranking
or hierarchy. We should not "rank" pleasurable activities in the abstract. There is no absolute
hierarchy for all time of pleasures even for the individual.

All we can say is right here, right now, this activity option before me would lead to a more
pleasurable life, therefore, at this time, I will choose to engage in this. This activity which I
desire to engage in in the future may be pleasurable in that future moment, but will in the end
bring more pain into my life. Therefore, I reject it. I reject that anyone can sit down, go through
a list of let's say 100 pleasures and rank them and adhere to that list for all time at every
moment throughout their life. What is choice-worthy is contextual, dependent on
circumstances, and what is choice-worthy now may not be when circumstances are similar in
the future.
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