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Post by “Godfrey” of October 29, 2021 at 9:21 PM

Epicurus, Letter to Herodotus:

Quote

37... First, Herodotus, we need to have grasped what is denoted by our words, [1] so
that by referring to what they denote we can make decisions about the objects of
opinion, investigation, or puzzlement and [2] so that all of these things will not remain
undecided, [as they would] if we tried to give an infinitely long demonstration, and [3]
so that our words will not be empty. 38. For it is necessary that we look to the primary
conception corresponding to each word and that it stand in no need of demonstration,
if, that is, we are going to have something to which we can refer the object of search or
puzzlement and opinion.

This doesn't refer specifically to "pleasure" but to his use of words. "Pleasure" being such a
central idea, however, could be understood to be covered by this passage.
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