Episode Ninety-Three: Torquatus Leads Us Forward
Into Conflict Over Epicurean Ethics

Post by “Godfrey” of October 29, 2021 at 8:00 PM

Quote from Cassius

| do think that pleasures have to be ranked so that we can intelligently choose between
them. | guess | would say much the same thing about "desires." Ranking "pleasures"
seems to make more sense to me because that is the method by which | would rank
my "desires" if | even thought in terms of ranking desires. My desires flow directly from
my evaluation of the possible pleasures and pain, so | am not sure | see the path
forward you are suggesting.

Keeping in mind that much of what we have of Epicurus comes from sources that are to some
undetermined degree hostile, I'm doing the exercise of looking more closely at the texts that
are generally agreed to be by Epicurus himself. And also keeping in mind that he stated that we
need to be clear on what we mean by particular words. (I think I'm channeling Scalia, god
forbid!)
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