Episode Ninety-Three: Torquatus Leads Us Forward
Into Conflict Over Epicurean Ethics

Post by “Godfrey” of October 29, 2021 at 7:24 PM

The pleasures are not identical, and that's where so much confusion can be sown by devious

minds = I'm thinking that that is a big reason why Epicurus kept pointing out that pleasure is
pleasure, a faculty. Rather than argue with Platonists and Academics about what type of
pleasure is good, or better or greatest, he made the distinction between pleasure and desire.
This was one of his great innovations! "Everyone knows what pleasure is and pursues it, even
babies and Cows. If you want to talk to me about what's greater or good-er, talk to me about
desires."

Cassius, I'm suggesting that this is where the opponents won the war, in focusing on ranking
pleasures instead of desires. As you know, this separation has been tickling me for a while... I'm
not sure if I'm reading it correctly but it seems promising. Plus like so many of Epicurus' ideas,

it seems to relate favorably to modern science. Just an added bonus *~
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