
Episode Ninety-Three: Torquatus Leads Us Forward
Into Conflict Over Epicurean Ethics
Post by “Don” of October 28, 2021 at 8:16 PM

Quote from Cassius

No each of those situations would have their unique aspects, but I would have no
trouble ranking the respective pleasures and choosing between them as greater or
lesser pleasures.

Oh, I'm not asking you to rank them. Just the chocolate one. Would you have the same thought
of pleasure imagining eating - or take the same pleasure in eating - as you would at sitting at
leisure in the yard?

What if, at leisure, and there was no chocolate available, only caramel (one step down on your
"ranking")? Would the pleasure you derive match or be qualitatively less than if you had
chocolate?

I've gone as far as I care to at this point so I'll stop this, because my aversion to hypotheticals is
beginning to pain me, too.

My contention is that there is no absolute standard by which to measure your "greater" and
"lesser" so it's all contextual to the individual experience whether for the individual or across
individuals.

The only standard is living a pleasurable life writ large as to whether to pursue or reject a given
pleasurable activity. Talk of "greater" or "lesser pleasures" is counterproductive in my opinion.
The only decision that matters is the one in front of you at any given time.

1
http://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2231-episode-ninety-three-torquatus-leads-us-forward-into-conflict-over-
epicurean-eth/?postID=14467#post14467

http://www.epicureanfriends.com/index.php?thread/2231-episode-ninety-three-torquatus-leads-us-forward-into-conflict-over-epicurean-eth/&postID=14465#post14465
http://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2231-episode-ninety-three-torquatus-leads-us-forward-into-conflict-over-epicurean-eth/?postID=14467#post14467
http://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2231-episode-ninety-three-torquatus-leads-us-forward-into-conflict-over-epicurean-eth/?postID=14467#post14467

