
Episode Ninety-Three: Torquatus Leads Us Forward
Into Conflict Over Epicurean Ethics
Post by “Don” of October 28, 2021 at 8:56 AM

Quote from Cassius

My position at the moment remains that philosophically "all pleasure is good" and "all
goods are good," but that from the "perspective of real life," "some things that are
good are better than others" and therefore "some pleasures are more pleasing
(greater) than others."

I get the impression that this is a word game rabbit hole you're falling into.

I'll suggest step one is to begin using "good thing" when were talking about activities. There is
no capital-G Platonic Good, and I think using words like "all goods" starts to imply there is Good.
As Epicurus said, "I spit on the good/noble/kalos of it doesn't bring pleasure."

Let me look at each of your statements:

philosophically "all pleasure is good"

I would say, practically, "everything that elicits a pleasurable response is good."

Why? Because pleasure is a positive feeling.

"all goods are good,"

All good things are good things. That's just a tautology, so that's like saying "things that are
positive are positive." Things are only good, according to Epicurus, inasmuch as they bring
pleasure. That's why it's the standard.

"some things that are good are better than others"

Again, good things are only good inasmuch as they bring pleasure. You seem to be trying to
make a value judgment among "good things" as well as "things that bring pleasure". That
doesn't strike me as Epicurean. It's all contextual. For things that bring pleasure, do they bring
more pain in the end or lead to the health of the body and the serenity of the mind, in other
words, a pleasurable life. Among "good things" like wisdom, acting justly, etc, is not being
"better". It's being the one good thing toward which all other candidates for good things point
or lead. According to Epicurus, *that* good thing that is at the "end of the rainbow" let's say, is
a pleasure-filled life. All other goods are judged by whether they bring that about. Otherwise,
they're spit upon.
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