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Into Conflict Over Epicurean Ethics
Post by “Don” of October 27, 2021 at 8:44 AM

I would like to offer these lines from the Letter to Menoikeus in support of my contention that
Epicurus was saying the same thing as "Torquatus" when it comes to the "highest good" (my
emphasis added):

Quote

This is why we say that pleasure is the beginning and the end of a completely happy
life. For we recognize it as the primary and innate good, we honor it in everything we
accept or reject, and we achieve it if we judge every good thing by the standard of
how that thing affects us. And because this is the primary and inborn good, we do not
choose every pleasure...

καὶ διὰ τοῦτο τὴν ἡδονὴν ἀρχὴν καὶ τέλος λέγομεν εἶναι τοῦ μακαρίως ζῆν. ταύτην
γὰρ ἀγαθὸν πρῶτον καὶ συγγενικὸν ἔγνωμεν, καὶ ἀπὸ ταύτης καταρχόμεθα πάσης
αἱρέσεως καὶ φυγῆς, καὶ ἐπὶ ταύτην καταντῶμεν ὡς κανόνι τῷ πάθει πᾶν ἀγαθὸν
κρίνοντες. καὶ ἐπεὶ πρῶτον ἀγαθὸν τοῦτο καὶ σύμφυτον, διὰ τοῦτο καὶ οὐ πᾶσαν
ἡδονὴν αἱρούμεθα...

πρῶτον

πρῶτος
first
earliest
foremost, most prominent

πρῶτον ἀγαθὸν = first, highest, superior, foremost good thing
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