Episode Ninety-Three: Torquatus Leads Us Forward
Into Conflict Over Epicurean Ethics

Post by “Don” of October 27, 2021 at 8:44 AM

I would like to offer these lines from the Letter to Menoikeus in support of my contention that
Epicurus was saying the same thing as "Torquatus" when it comes to the "highest good" (my
emphasis added):

Quote

This is why we say that pleasure is the beginning and the end of a completely happy
life. For we recognize it as the primary and innate good, we honor it in everything we
accept or reject, and we achieve it if we judge every good thing by the standard of
how that thing affects us. And because this is the primary and inborn good, we do not
choose every pleasure...

Kal 61 To0To TAV ABOVAV doxnv kai TéAoc Aéyopev elval Tod pakapiwe ZAv. TadTtnv
yap &yoBov mPPTOV KOl OUYYEVLKOV &yvwHev, Kal &no tadtng koatapxdéueda mdonc
alpéoewe Kal @uYNAG, Kol &ml Ta0TNY KATAVTWUEY WC Kavovl TR mdbel mav dyadov
Kpivovteg. Kal émnel mpWwtov &yaBov Ttodto Kol cOP@uTov, Sl TodTo KOl 00 mAoav
néovnv aipovueda...

nplTov

MPWTOG

first

earliest

foremost, most prominent

np®Tov &yabov = first, highest, superior, foremost good thing
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