
Episode Ninety-Three: Torquatus Leads Us Forward
Into Conflict Over Epicurean Ethics
Post by “Godfrey” of October 27, 2021 at 12:51 AM

Good discussion; dealing with Cicero brings up lots of issues!

The foray into mathematics brought to mind a tangentially relevant sci-fi short story, "The Story
of Your Life" by Ted Chiang. It concerns an alien first contact and the efforts to understand the
alien linguistics and physics, and deftly illustrates possible ramifications of different worldviews.
The physics comparison begins with two different ways of approaching the optical problem of a
stick apparently bending in water, which I seem to recall from Epicurean texts or a forum post
at some point.

The story was made into the movie Arrival a few years ago. I'm sure the treatment in the
original story is much more relevant here though.

But that's quite a long way from Cicero. Keep up the good work!  
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