An Epicurean Understanding of Pleasure

Post by “Godfrey” of October 7, 2021 at 5:15 PM

Quote from Cassius

Well there | would say that each reference goes in the direction of the purely practical:
"What will happen to me if | make this choice?" So rather than "categorizing" which
would be definitional logical analysis which might actually sound platonic, | would say
he is emphasizing the reverse and say evaluate them pragmatically only by their
results. And their results are not measured by categories but only by the resulting
feeling. In that respect | see "natural and necessary" categories in that same way -
strictly biological or feeling-driven, rather than by any intellectual categories.

To me, by giving categories of desires he's providing a method for prudent analysis of a given
decision or action. The feelings are a critical part for evaluating but having the framework of
categories is, to me, a major innovation: we experience feelings but we can work with desires.
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