An Epicurean Understanding of Pleasure

Post by “Godfrey” of October 7, 2021 at 4:32 PM

Quote from Cassius

So we still have to deal with the question: "Are all pleasures the same in all respects so
that we should consider the choice of any pleasure to be equivalent to the choice of
any other?"

Of course they're not. But at what point are we becoming Plato writing Philebus? Neither
pleasures nor desires should be generalized, they are all specific to person, time, situation, etc.
But isn't discussing whether duration is more important than intensity (regarding a particular
Feeling) tantamount to discussing whether it's better to look at a squirrel than a tree (an
admittedly poor example regarding the importance wrt a particular sensation)?

Maybe it would be more productive to examine the PDs as the best record of Epicurus' own
thinking. This is off the top of my head, but if I'm not mistaken, the only mechanism that
Epicurus gives for evaluating choices and avoidances is by categorizing desires.

This is getting interesting, digging into the weeds!
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