An Epicurean Understanding of Pleasure

Post by “Cassius” of October 6, 2021 at 5:46 PM

Quote from Philia

If one assumes that short-term pleasures provide the same benefits as long-term
pleasures,

Yes you "could" assume that, but why would you? By definition the short-term pleasure is
different from the long-term pleasure in terms of time, so they are not identical.

Please don't sense that | am disagreeing, | am simply at this point trying to understand your
reasoning.

Epicurus may have said that "PD19. Infinite time contains no greater pleasure than limited
time, if one measures, by reason, the limits of pleasure." but that is by no means the same as
saying that time is an irrelevant factor. Epicurus strongly discourages suicide, and it seems
clear (to me at least) that Epicurus is saying that life is desirable, so we should continue to
desire to live so long as we can gain more pleasure than pain from living on. The issue | think
we are discussing is what does "more" mean, because | would argue that "more" does not
equate to "length of time" at all. There are many other issues, intensity being only one, and
variations in types of pleasures that only the individual can just to be "worth' the pain required
to attain it.

But let's stay with that passage | quoted above. | don't think Don would assume that "short-
term benefits provide the SAME benefits as long-term pleasure" either, correct Don? So | am
not sure where you are thinking the assumption you are naming should come from.
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