Criticisms of An Article Entitled "Epicurean Pleasure"
(October 1, 2018)

Post by “Cassius” of October 2, 2018 at 9:28 AM

Responses to Common Errors:

Epicurus’s hicgraphers indicated that he was a celibate because he believed that sex wis 3 major cause of unhappiness

lealoury andd ever borediom. Eplturus’s food habits were alsa quite urpretentious, similar (o8 hermil's, b sutsisted mosthy on d "Epicurean Pleasure" along with

bread and water n.utn an occasiona Ier.l:II SOUp w--er he wanted fo 'I'|1.|||Ht himsedl. Clearky his Il'ﬁ'!:rk" wak far r?:m:m:d Erom < most ca I I out fO r co rreCti on:
== | dan't believe that is a far conclusion al al: Epicures is recorded by his main biographer

1o hawve wiitten: | know nol how 1o conceive the good, apart from the pleasures of tase, of 32,  \tml
of sound, and the pleasures of beautiful form.” Unless he condemned himself to ignorance, which ——
he centainly did not — Eplcurus was no celibate,

According o Eplouns, ofes of Dh sun vaiys 1o find Pappissss in B i when w con Se1ech oursibeis rom th tentiches of
cormmaere il wenrid of Bamineyy Hewrobe “We most ires ourseiyes, (rom Dhe u'-'.lwrhlﬂlr\p!.fr afiziry, " bare Dpicurus sxhorty
us b frese curselves from oo enslavement bo tre workd of business, where many of us toll perpetualtly imodern day * sweeat
shops,” hoping that 1t will make s prospencas and Fapg

== | don't believe that IS a fair either: VS 58 is generally ranslated: “We must free oursehes
fram the prison of public education and politics” which is much different than the “world of
business” and Epicurus also said: VS 41. AL one and e same time we must philosophize,
lawgh, and manage our household and ather business, while never ceasing to proclaim the
words of rue philosophy.”

Friendshipwas shways at the top of Egicurus's st of ife's plessures. Me siated: "OF all the things that wisdom provides bobelp
one live one's entine (e In happiness, the greatest by far i the possession of friendship” Knowing that we can count on o

== Mot exactly — and not even supported by the quote. Friendship is not at the top of “E picurus’
list Of Life's Pleasures.” Epicurus never stated a hierarchical list of specific pleasures which he
endorsed of warmead against Epicurus stated that ALL pleasures are desirable becauss they are
Pleasurable, but thal some pleasures bring more pain than they are worth. And while friendship s
itself pleasurable, the quote does nat say that friendship is “the greatest pleasure,” it is the
greatest TCOOL for “lving one's entire life in happiness” - a very significant difference.

Whiks Epicuns graced this esrth thousands of yesrs ago, his percepthve cbservations about 2 happy Be stll continue to
resonatbe with many in the contermporary worid, His message, Mot hing s encugh for the man to whom encugh s too itte
surrrs up Ehe mesiage of ndirg Fappiness inour life

= The quoted phrase is cerainly true, but does that particular phrase “sum up the message of
Finding happiness in our life™? | doubt that very much, unless one's aim is the zero sum game of
avouding every effort that entalls any amount of pain, no mater how much pleasure that effort would
Bbring — and that is the ermor specifically denounced in V5 63: "There is also a limit in simple lving,
and he who fails to understand this falls into an error as great as that of the man who gives way

o0 extravagance.”
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