Comparing Epicurus to German Idealism

Post by “Eikadistes” of September 21, 2021 at 8:17 AM

He would have utterly rejected the German Idealists.

In general, they supported revelation over reason, faith over experience, and mind over matter.
The school develops after Kant distinguishes "phenomena" from "noumena" or the "thing-in-
itself" and postulates that we can never really know the "thing-in-itself", thus, faith and
revelation become useful tools in a world that is completely mysterious. There's also a tinge of
political Nationalism in the German Idealists that frequently see gets misdirected at Nietzsche.

Then, right in the middle of their movement, the Indian Upanishads and Bhagavad Gita get
translated into European languages and light the "noumena"-obsessed Germans on FIRE. To
students of Vedanta, Kant's "noumena", the "thing-in-itself" sounds like the Hindu "atman" or
"Self". These Idealists got prescribed a second dose of Idealism.

Then Hegel comes along and places Plato's crown on himself as the new King of Idealism.

German Idealism has a lot in common with Platonism, Pyrrhonism, and Academic Skepticism.
This is particularly true when we consider that the agnostic Indian texts that influenced Pyrrho
were, for the first time, being introduced to Europeans in their own language, so there's a
common influence besides the obvious influence of Plato.
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