Comparing Epicurus to German Idealism

Post by “Cassius” of September 21, 2021 at 8:03 AM

Quote from Cassius

Would Epicurus reject German idealism less strongly, or more strongly, than he
rejected Platonic idealism?

After reading through those Wikipedia notes it is clear that German idealism is strongly linked
to Platonic idealism and thus it's probably very fair to say that Epicurus would reject both.

As yet | have no handle, however, on which of the two Epicurus would reject most strongly. My
bet is that he would reject German idealism more strongly, if only on the grounds that after so
much scientific knowledge had been added over thousands of years they still wanted to "double
down" on Plato, but that's just a guess.

As Martin also observed last night in a phrase which | will quote from Jefferson's formulation
"Nonsense can never be explained."

[Thomas Jefferson to John Adams, July 5, 1814: "The doctrines which flowed from the lips of
Jesus himself are within the comprehension of a child; but thousands of volumes have not yet
explained the Platonisms engrafted on them; and for this obvious reason, that nonsense can
never be explained."]
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