PD24 - Alternate Translations

Post by “Don” of September 10, 2021 at 6:38 AM

Quote from Cassius

In the first she uses the word "discoverable" -- Does that mean that they are
discoverable to the five senses,

Yes, because they are "observer independent" in her words. They exist and *can* be observed,
and they exist whether being observed or not. The sun is real in this sense. It's going to exist
whether humans are observing it or not.

Quote from Cassius

In the second she says "real because they are invented and shared by humans. Does
that also mean subject to verification through the senses? In fact | am not at all sure
this whole second category is consistent with a common sense view of "real." Are
economics and sociology "real"? | am pretty well prepared to say that they are great

time-wasters = but does that mean they are "real"?

Justice is real in this sense, "real because they are invented and shared by humans)." Humans
can agree to a contract and talk about "justice" in relation to that contract, but it's not"real" like
the sun is real. Without humans (I'm sticking to Earth-based examples), the "observers", there
is no such thing as justice. The agreed-upon general idea is "observer dependent." Epicurus
obviously thought justice was important, he devoted several Principal Doctrines to it, so it is a
"real" concept with which to grapple, it "exists" in the real world but it is contextual and
cultural. It doesn't exist like the sun or atoms and void, but there is a thing we name "justice."

That's how I'd characterize her two categories of real.
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