PD24 - Alternate Translations

Post by “Godfrey” of September 8, 2021 at 3:16 PM

Quote from Yonge

...s0 as to know on the one hand, the opinion which goes beyond the actual
sensation, or, on the other...

Quote from Geer
if you fail to distinguish between conjecture based upon that which awaits
confirmation...

Quote from Geer

...and by the mental examinations of confirmed concepts...

Quote from Strodach

...or some percept of the mind itself...

My first thought while reading the various translations is that the Yonge quote (as well as most
of the others)and the second Geer quote are referring to the same thing (opinions) and
therefore the Geer quote is nonsensical.

But to look at the Geer quote, he's comparing "that which awaits confirmation" with "confirmed
concepts." | can't comment on the Greek, but comparing Geer quote two with Strodach it looks
like Geer is confusing "precept" with "percept."

There's a bit of a skeptical bent to Epicurus' thinking, as | understand it, in that all ideas and
perceptions are open to verification: hence the multiple explanations of certain phenomena.
But he's obviously not a Skeptic: the verification comes from direct experience. So, to me,
Geer's translation is counter to the intent of this PD. Epicurus is saying that "confirmed
concepts" are "opinions which go beyond the actual sensations."
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