"On Methods of Inference": Notes For Review And
Discussion (Including David Sedley Article: "On
Signs")

Post by “Cassius” of August 26, 2021 at 10:14 PM

I'm just a fountain of random points of interest tonight!

THIS is interesting in asserting that the enemy was not the Stoics but the Academics. | don't
know that | have a dog in that fight (Stoics vs Academics) because | think it's important to see
that they were all generally allied against Epicurus (not just the Stoics).

Academic philosophers (o hypothesis she had alrendy sugpesed m
1984 194), plven that (hey aligned themselves against pon-eviden signs
i general and sspecially agaimst Epicurcan mlemmes by signs. As evidence
in support of this hypothesis, Asmis mentions the eriticisms againg
Ephairesn mfareing lawnched by the Academic Codia m Cloera's
D¢ wanwra dearws, whaeh match ibe criticisms refaled in Philodemus's
n Sigres. According o Asmis, the Academic philosaphers were in any
case mespomaihle for mobilising a wnificd opposition against ke Ep-
curcans, drawing allies from various philosophical schosls: 1 comclude,
theefore, thal he argimments against Epicurean induciion in % Siens
were shaped in ibe Academic school 11 s plausable that Carneades first
gave systematic form to these arguments, The Academic ohjsctions ane
imdebied to e Stowcs amd others, just as the Epicuresn answers ane
imdebted to Sioics nnd others. 11 would not be at all surpriging if S1oics
such 25 Chrysippus akso atiscked Epicurean induction, Bur if they dad.
their argumenis wore reshaped by the Academics. The Academics may he
seem as the master Lecticians who kd an areny of eppanests against the
Epicureans. The troops under their commamd include Svoics, Empiricisis,
el oilezrs’ | 1996 179,
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