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Well thanks for the kind words, but I think a large part of the issue is that Sedley and De Lacey
and most of the rest probably have a different goal than I do. They seem to be writing for each
other in the Academic world, in which the people writing their books are expected to be familiar
with the state of academic writing and be familiar with the arguments. So they end up chasing
each other further and further down rabbit holes which are indeed worth exploring, but they
aren't writing to try to focus on and to "popularize" the main take-home points of the
philosophy to everyday people. Once they describe the details the academics think (and maybe
rightly so) that their job is done. They aren't paid and they aren't claiming to be social
reformers.

As a secondary factor I think there is a lot of pressure in Academia to toe the establishment line
on the value of formal logic and to maintain respect for the core Greek authorities (of whom
they don't number Epicurus, except to the extent they can force him into the Stoic mold with
"absence of pain" analysis).

In all fairness to them they've built up a lot of good information, but it's long past time for
people outside of academia to realize what the issues are and run with them. This issue of the
role of "logic" is explosively counter-trend to the majority viewpoint, and is equal if not more
serious than the views of religion and pleasure. In many ways a form of "atheism" is standard
now in academia, and the academics are very familiar with unconventional views of pleasure as
well. But I actually think that this "logic" analysis challenges the what they see as the real keys
of their kingdom, so it doesn't get nearly as much notice as it should.

And of course as you're saying in your comments, it IS very dense and complex, so it takes
some work to ferret out what's really going on here.

OK back to the topic because I want to compare my views with what others are seeing.
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