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Yes this is really the whole ball of wax. The Platonist /Stoics are playing "word games." They are
asserting that by means of incantations -- If this, then that - and similar syllogistic reasoning
they can deduce "universals" that they attach a truly mystical significance too, and the
Epicureans were fighting all the way against that. Our wishes and our words do not create
reality -- reality is reality, and we simply do the best we can to describe it in words. There are
no "forms" or "ideas" or "concepts" floating in the air waiting for us to discover them.
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