Issues In The Meaning And Definition of Logic

Post by “Godfrey” of August 26, 2021 at 1:32 PM

Quote from Martin

We don't consider maps necessary to our being able day-to-day to navigate in reality
because we have internalized them and use them intuitively without realizing it.

Similarly, we have internalized "syllogistic" logic such that we use it in our day-to-day
thinking when fully awake without realizing it.

No =

Although one might argue that this is a chicken or egg conundrum, | think it's not and | have to
disagree with this statement. A map is a two dimensional representation of a three dimensional
environment. We navigate a 3D environment by noting markers and our subconscious forms
connections between these. | recall conversations between an architect, a geologist and a
botanist. The architect navigated by noticing buildings, the geologist by noticing rock
formations, and the botanist by noticing plants. Each was oblivious to the markers of the
others. None of these systems of markers have anything to do with internalizing a map as
commonly defined; a map is constructed by visualizing the markers in space and transferring
them to paper.

Similarly, | see syllogistic logic as an attempt to represent ways of thinking, not as the way in
which we think. Some of the greatest technical and creative innovations have occurred after a
person has put aside a problem and allowed it to "bubble" in the subconscious mind. To say
that this person is subconsciously performing syllogistic logic is such a stretch as to be
ridiculous, in my opinion.

Thinking that a map precedes navigation or that syllogistic logic precedes thinking is similar to
thinking that mathematics preceded matter. All of these are tools to try to help us understand
the world.

Having said all of that, | do agree that we can and do internalize maps and/or logic and/or
mathematics. But these are just instances of using the tools provided, and people use them to
greater or lesser degrees depending on the way their minds work.
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