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Quote from camotero

Ok, I see what you mean. But what if we're not able to go closer to the tower? (or the
atoms) wouldn't it be nice to have some certainty that perhaps you have an alternative
(which we do) to go to the tower? Like, with reason, formulate an indirect way of
determining it's shape and testing it. Again, the testing wil involve the sensations, (so
I'm not disregarding those as essential), but can you see here how reason comes as a
very good thing for us. I guess no one has disputed reason that works this way, to our
pleasure.

on this point I think this is the point Laertius emphasized Epicurus held to be an example of the
need to "wait" before forming a firm opinion. And this situation ("we are not able to go closer to
the tower) occurs many times in life, with the primary example being that of the stars, which
we cannot reach to confirm our thoughts, and that is where the "multiple explanations'
viewpoint comes in.

Quote from camotero

You don't have to go all the way to worship reason, but I'm arguing that recognizing the
important place it evidently and materially has in our lives, is of the essence not to over
simplify Epicurean Philosophy.

I agree with you in conclusion and full context, but in the context in which Epicurus was talking
(which I think still applies today) the specific and important error of the general Greek
philosophers essentially did amount to a "worship" of reason, which specifically and thoroughly
harms the proper viewpoint expressed in the canonical principles. So I think Epicurus thought it
important to stress that this isn't some minor disagreement that we can gloss over and accept
that there is a difference of opinion. This is a field where an all out 'war' is necessary, and
where Epicurus thought it necessary to repeatedly warn his students in the strongest of terms.

And i would say that his concern was fully justified by events, because over succeeding
generations the arguments of the stoics and others playing games with logic did shake lose a
significant number of Epicureans (including those who came up with the "fourth leg" of the
canon, and those like Torquatus who came to believe that an elaborate logical proof or
explanation of the nature of pleasure was necessary).
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