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On Martin's posts, I agree that post 46 is a very good summary of the proper conclusions.

On post 44 I am not sure where that quote is coming from, but I do think that in common usage
that position stated is correct, as something very similar occurs in the Torquatus narrative:

Quote

You are pleased to think him uneducated. The reason is that he refused to consider any
education worth the name that did not help to school us in happiness. Was he to spend
his time, as you encourage Triarius and me to do, in perusing poets, who give us
nothing solid and useful, but merely childish amusement? Was he to occupy himself
like Plato with music and geometry, arithmetic and astronomy, which starting from
false premises cannot be true, and which moreover if they were true would
contribute nothing to make our lives pleasanter and therefore better? Was he, I say, to
study arts like these, and neglect the master art, so difficult and correspondingly so
fruitful, the art of living?

On post 43 I think we are also probably disagreeing only in details. When I refer to "map" there
I refer to the kind that those of us old enough used to know before google - the large fold-up
paper variety that we used to carry in our car gloveboxes. I would say that we never need a
paper map to navigate our local neighborhoods, and what we internalize after learning our way
around it is our experience - we have not committed a paper map to memory. And a paper map
and a physical compass with spinning pointer are what I think we are referring to in making the
analogies we are making.

To repeat I think Martin's post 46 is very well stated and a good summary of the proper
conclusions to draw. The main thing i would add to that is to go back to Delacy's point and
reassert that Aristotle and Plato were insisting that nothing be considered fully true unless it
could be stated as a syllogism, and in pointing out the differences between true and false logic
and reasoning, we need to be sure that the full significance of their position - their error - sinks
in. they were not just inaccurate in their expressions, they were concsiously embracing a highly
damaging point of view of life.
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