Four Translations of the Opening of Book Six
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Browne 1743: Renowned Athensfirst to
wreiched man gave the sweetfruts, andhu-

- man Ife refreshed, and published lais; but

- comforts nobler far than these she gave, when

* inthe worldshe showed great Epicurus, formed

 with such asoul; whe from i mouth delvered
*sublime truths, a from an oracle, whose fame
 for o divine discoveries dispersed every way
- dbroad and was rabied after death abave the

- sies. For when he saw how little would suffice

for necessary use, and by what small provsions

e might bepreserved;thatNature had re-

- parad every thing ready to support mankind;

- that men abounded with wealth, and were
- Ipaded with honar and applause, and happy in

their private concerns,inthe good character of

- athome, complaining and lamenting the misery

o thelr condin; he perceived the vessel e
(the mind] was the cause of the calamity, and
by the corrupton ofth,everyting, though

* everso good, thatwas poured infoit was

* taintad: 1t was full of holes, and run out, and so
* could never by any means by il and what-
 ever trecetved within,ftinfected with  stnk-
- ingsmell. And therefore he purged the mind by
 rue philasaphy, andset beunds t ourdesies
- and our faars, He laid agen to us the chief good,

thit point of happiness w al am at, In whatt

* congists, and showed us the directway that

leastoft, and puts us into the straight oad to

 abtan: He aught what mifortunescom-
- moly atend human e, whether they flow
from the laws of nature o from chance,

whetherfrom necessity or by accident; and by
- What means we are to oppose thase e, and

. stive againt them. And he hs fulyproved

that mankind torment themselves in vain, and

e ossed about 1 3 tempestuous ocean of
- (ares 1o no purpase.

- theredore cleansed men's breasts with truth-telling

- C3use aruse in their breast the melancholy tumbling

Murvo 1886: Indays ofyore Athens o famous name
frst imparted carn-producing crops to suffaring
mankind, and modeled Ifi anew and passed laws;
and first oo bestowed sweet solaces of existence,
when she gave birth to a man who showed himself
pited withsueh a gerius and poured forth all knowl- |
edge of old from his truth-telling mouth; whose glory,
even iow that he s dead, on aceount of his godlike.
dlscoveries confirmed by length of time s spread
abraad amang men and reaches high as heaven, For
when he saw that the things which their needs im-
periously demand for subsistence had all without
excoption baen already provided for men, and that
Ife, 5o far 5 was passIble, was placed on asure
footing, that men were reat i afluence of riches
and hanars and glory and swelled with pride n the

* ther chidren, and et thei minds were restlss - igh reputationoftherchildren, and yetthatnon of home aheartess anguished, but with tortra of
- mind v  frtful Ife withaut any respite, and was
constrained to rage with savage complaining, he
then did understand that it was the vesselitsef

them at home far all that had a heartthe less dls-

quieted, and that this heart in despite of the under-
standling plagued ife without any respite and was

canstrained to rave with distressful complainings, he
then perceived that the vessel tself did cause the
arruption and that by its corruption al the things
that came inte i and were gathered from abroad,
Fiowever salutary were spoilt within t; partly because
e sawit to be leaky and ful of holes sothat itcould
neer by any means be filled full; partly because he
parcaived that it bafoulad so to say with a nauseous
flavor everything within i which It had taken In. He

precepts and fised a fmit to st and fear and ex-
plained what was the chief good which we all strive
toreach, and pointed out the road along which by a
shart crass-track we might armive att In a straigh-
forward course; he showed too what evls existed in
mortal ffairs throughout, rising up and manifoldly
fying about by  natural-cal i chance or force,
becase nature had so brought it about - and from
what gates you must sallyout duly to encounter
each; and he proved that mankind mostly without

billows of cares.

nofsed abroad of old, s naw lifted to the sky. For
wellnigh &l things which thei needs crave for

was astabliched in safaty, that men aboundad in
pawer through wealth and hanours and renown,
0 were haughty i the good name of their chil-

&l hings wese corrupted within,whatsoevet came
Intoit gathered from withaut, yea aven blessings; in
partbecayse he saw that 1 was leaking andfullof

there s ofillin the affairs of mertals everywhere,
coming to being and ying abroad in diverseforms,
“beit bythe chance orthe force of nature, because

what gates it s meet o sally out againsteach
anid he proved that 'tis Invain for the most partthat
the race of men set tossing n their hearisthe
gloomy billows of care. ;

Balley 1836: Intime gone by Athens, of glorious

name, first spraad among struggling mortals the
fruls that bear corm, and fashioned fe afresh, and

enacted laws; she, too, irst gave swee splace for
great mind, wha ance poured forthal wikdomfrom
His trthfullips; yea, even when fis ight was
guenched, thanks ta hs dvine discoveries his glory,
when he saw that mortals had by now attained

subsistence, and tha, asar asthey could, their e

dren, zndyet nof one of them for &ll hat had at

which wrought the disease, and that by tsdisease

Files, 5o that by no means could i ever be iled;in
partbecause he perceived thatttainted as with a
foulsavor altings withinit, whichit had taken in.

And 50 with his discourse of truthful words he
- purgedthe heart and st a ittt desire and
fear, and setforth what i the highest goorl towards
which we al stiv, and pointed autthe path,
wherey along anarrow rack we maystran on

Towards tna straight course; he showed what

nafure had o brought it to pas; he showed from

Sith 2001:  was Athens o glorous name thatin
foremer days first imparted the knowledge of com

- theirlives and establshed laws; and it was Athens that
e, when she gave bith to the mangited with the

ONCe gave utterance o true pronguncements on every

- guished, the godke nature of his ciscoveries enslres
 hat is fame, spread far and wide long ago, s ralsed
fo the sies. He saw that amost everything that ne-

- provided for mortals, and that thair ife was, s far as
- pasilble, establlshed in securty; he saw too that they

 andyethe found that,notwithtanding tis prospey,

* Which, contrary to thelr wish, tormented their lves
without & pause, causing them to chafe and fet. Then
e realized that the cause of the flaw was the vessel
itsel, which by its own flaw corrupted within it all

-never possly be filled, and partly because he ob-

 purged peagle’s mings by laying down limits 0 desire

that s our universal gozl, and indicated the way, the
short and straght path, by which we might reach t; he
pointed out what el there i everywhiére in human
- #ffalrs, and howw the vaniows farm of ft anse and fly

 rom neassity, according as nature has ordained; he
showed from whet gates one should sallyauttoen-
counter each of these l; and he proved that human

producing crops to suffering martals and remodelad

first bestowed soathing solaces when she gave birth to
aman endowed with such great genius, whase ling

subject. And even now, though his ife's ghti extin-

cassity demands for subsistence had been dreay
possessed power, with wealth, honar, and glory, and
toak pride n the good reputation ofthei chldren;

allof tham privataly had hearts racked with anxiety

things, even good things, that entered it from withaut.
He became convinced of this, partly because he saw
that the vessel was |eaky and ridcled, so that it coukd

served that it contaminated with a foul flavor every -
thing it had taken n. Therefora with words of truth he

and fear; he explined the nature of the supreme good

about from natural causes—either from chance or

beings have na reason for the most partto arouse
within thelr breasts the rollig billows of bitter care.
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