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One source of analysis of this list is David Sedley's "Epicurus and His Professional Rivals" in
which Sedley argues that these statements are in the most part not disaparaging at all, but
indeed can be seen in some cases as praise!

This appears to be in contradiction of the position of Bignone, who unfortunately I don't think
we have in English.

My view is that Diogenes Laertius can hardly fail to have realized that the way he was
recounting the story implied that he expected the reader to take his statements at face value
and correct, and that the "but these are all mad" distinguished Epicurus' treatment to his living
acquaintances and not necessarily his "professional rivals."

One again we have a dispute with not much to go on to decide who is right, so the best and
only way to proceed is to look into all sides and judge for ourselves. Whichever side you come
down on I think the exercise is useful for highlighting at least the potential areas of dispute.

[ADMIN EDIT: I have censored Cassius and removed several posts which were simply clipped
Sedley sections. I reminded Cassius that the major point of this thread should not be to show
how good we are at quoting commentators, but to be sure we understand what possible
differences Epicurus had with these people philosophically. Sedley's article contains much good
material but the overall impression it leaves is probably "don't worry too much about this
because these comments either aren't to be trusted or probably weren't as mean as they sound
to us today." That may be true to some extent, but our purpose out to be first to understand
what philosophical issues Epicurus took with these people, so let's focus on that aspect.]
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