
Some Epicurean conclusions
Post by “Cassius” of May 19, 2018 at 9:37 PM

Stan85 I think you raise great questions, but as you would expect I see the answers differently.
Out of curiosity, how old are you (generally) and what is your religious background?

I am almost 60, and was raised mainline/conservative protestant in the USA.

I ask because of course while I agree with you about the unsettling nature of the Epicurean
view, I think a lot depends on one's background and how long they have been under the
influence of religious or humanist worldviews that focus on god and universal morality. I think
that over time and after study it begins to sink in that the craving for immortality is just not
realistic, and that we aren't fundamentally different than all the pet dogs and cats and other
animals that we get so attached to in life, but have to leave so frequently behind as they pass
away faster than us. Of course that's only one minor aspect of the big picture, and I disagree
with the "we are ants in an infinite cosmos argument" that wants us to view ourselves as totally
insignificant. These issues seem to rotate around getting a grip on the meaning of "significant"
and the meaning of "meaningfulness" and "knowledge" and what is reasonable to expect out of
life and what is unreasonable. I am sure there are many different perspectives on how best to
do that, depending on individual background, but ultimately a commitment to "truth" rather
than to "wishful thinking" about how to spend our lives.

All of these are just preliminary comments but what you have raised will hopefully spur a much
longer discussion over time.
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