Peter Abelard and Reconciling Epicurean Philosophy
with Christianity through Dialogue

Post by “Matt” of April 9, 2021 at 7:57 PM

Quote from Godfrey

From today's paper, an op-ed about how Christians came to believe in an immortal
soul, from a professor of religious studies. (Spoiler alert: it has roots in Plato's deception
and trickery....) Personally, | was unaware of how late it came about.

https://www.latimes.com/opinion/story/...eaven-hell-soul

Interesting article! One thing I've always found interesting is that certain ancient Indo-European
cultures held a doctrine of the transmigration of the soul. The best known being the Hindus,
Jains and Buddhists but second to them the ancient Celts, specifically the Gauls as reported by
Caesar and Alexander Polyhistor. They called it the “Pythagorean” doctrine. That the Celtic
druids believed in a sort of reincarnation. I've always believed there is a very deep connection
between Vedic and Celtic culture that extends waaaay back in time. But this idea of
transmigration of a disembodied soul is unique to the Celts and Hindus. Perhaps the Greeks
adopted this from the Indian philosophers.

To what extent the Celts believed it we will probably never know...but perhaps to the same
degree as the Indians.
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