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I found the material on Thomas Cooper maybe 8 or 9 years ago and like you said found it
FASCINATING. Cooper was a brilliant man and far ahead of his time; perhaps actually the most
intellectually "like us" of the founding fathers - more aggressive than even Thomas Paine on
religion. The only disappointment I have to admit is that I looked far and wide without finding
any references in his work to Epicurus or Lucretius. Maybe he thought he was pushing the
envelope already without associating himself with the dreaded name of "pleasure" - I say that
because he had to publish many of his best works anonymously so that he wouldn't be fired
from his job at the new University of South Carolina. They did eventually fire him for his
religious views anyway, but today's main USC library is named after him. I strongly doubt most
people in South Carolina understand who Cooper was and the ideas he promoted.

I actually thought I had a subforum devoted to him, pointed mainly to that
thomascoopermd.com page. I probably will set one up at some point, since his work is so
relevant, and maybe sometime in the future someone can document the Lucretius/Epicurus
connection I have missed so far.
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