Peter Abelard and Reconciling Epicurean Philosophy
with Christianity through Dialogue

Post by “Cassius” of April 4, 2021 at 4:28 PM

Thanks for the link Godfrey. I'm afraid Don is going to be a little disappointed though, if he
thinks there's going to be a lot on Plato. =

| would also quibble with this statement:
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Not sure exactly whether | would praise or blame Pontius Pilate and the Romans for there role
in what happened, but this sentence seems to me to place the onus of the motivation on them,
when that's not how | read the history - seems like it was an internal power struggle between
sects of the Jews with which the Romans have very little taste for being in the middle of, rather
than taking the lead to suppress insurrection.

However | do agree with the main thrust of the article. I've commented on this before, but one
of the more interesting pursuits of this that I've run across is in a short book/long article by
Thomas Cooper MD, one of the intellectuals of the American founding period and friend of
Thomas Jefferson, who wrote "The Scripture Doctrine of Materialism." My post at that link
contains Jefferson's comment on the book, and | find the book itself to be highly useful in
arguing with Christian friends that (like Ehrman says) the idea that the soul is immaterial and
lives forever in the clouds is NOT part of what Jesus himself was teaching.
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