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Don also relevant to this discussion is the example of Frances Wright, which I think we
discussed elsewhere. Although I have some concerns with some of her interpretations, I think
her "A Few Days In Athens" was probably one of the greatest contributions to Epicurean
literature since the ancient world. To me, that means that she had a very good assessment of
the importance of Epicurus, and his general direction at least as to supernatural gods, and
issues like virtue (and I think as to life after death too, but as I write this I can't remember that
part as clearly). The important thing for this conversation is that despite her great interest and
knowledge in Epicurus, she essentially put the philosophy on the shelf and devoted the rest of
her life to "politics" in ways that were only so-so successful.

Now I am not questioning her decision to do so if she personally thought at the end of her life
that she made the right choice, but when I look back at her writing talent and communication
skills I often wonder how much could have been accomplished at a more fundamental level if
she had kept her sites trained on religion, and devoted her efforts to restoring an effective
Epicurean philosophy school, rather than devote her time to politics.

Like I said everyone has to make these decisions for themselves, but I see the bad results of
religion and absolutist philosophy to be so far-reaching that it is worth it to me (again, not
saying this about everyone) to put aside at least most of day-to-day politics so as to focus on
the "real" enemy that is largely behind most of the day-to-day problems anyway.

So that's part of my answer to your question -- if you REALLY want to crusade for social justice,
consider the possibility that the ultimate purveyor of the worst social injustice is supernatural
religion and absolutist / idealist philosophy, and that little will ever be accomplished against
them unless some segment of people are willing to pick up the foundational philosophical work
that Epicurus started.
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