Toward A Better Understanding of Epicurean Justice
And Injustice (With Examples of "Just" and "Unjust")

Post by “Cassius” of March 21, 2021 at 10:53 PM

Quote from Don

| also would say that the pleasure of the homophobe is ho more choice-worthy than the
pleasure of the profligate from our old friend PD 10.

Yes absolutely, that is the point. Simply feeling a pleasure does not tell us it is choiceworthy
under our personal circumstances. The larger point, however, is that philosophically if we are
looking to nature or something outside ourselves for justification for that choice, we aren't
going to find it. All we can note is that our feeling of pleasure is our natural canonical
experience -- just like seeing a tree or bird. What we do about what we see or hear is no
different than when we do about something we feel. All our actions in life have consequences,
but not consequences resulting from the gods, or from idealistic visions of absolute truth.

In many ways i think discussions like this remind us what a "high-level" we are dealing with
here. Like Cicero said somewhere, Epicurean philosophy is not really very difficult to
understand. The big picture comes down to denial of the allegations of the major competitors -
There IS no god, there IS no life after death, there IS no otherworldly realm of absolute truth.
There is for us only our natural world, during our lifetimes, and nothing from nature giving us
any "stop" or "go" feedback other than pain and pleasure.

Much of what Epicurus is doing is simply exploding the opposition, and then pointing to the
basic aspects of nature and saying: "This is what you have to work with - go to it with these
basics as best you can."
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