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Titus:

Yes I am definitely thinking of "maps" and other curated materials, rather than just a huge
database of documents. That's an issue that has been at top of my mind recently -- a huge
database is as useless as a book on a shelf if it is not being used, and the accessibility tools to
actually use it make all the difference.

As to question two I think the real hurdle, and thus what has to be tackled mostly, is the
content and focus. There's a real tension involved here because real-world group activity
requires a consensus and a goal, and it's hard to get around the problem that when you get
real people together in a real local and targeted group, then that group will likely have specific
goals and targets that other groups won't agree with. I see this as directly related to the
"politics" question --- by marking political issues off limits we allow a consensus to grow and
people to work on very high-level goals, but as soon as we start talking the kind of real local
activity that we traditionally associate with local groups, you end up with divergent immediate
interests and the possibility for "conflict" within and among the local groups. In order to make it
work there will have to be a balance where we find a way to agree to focus on high-level goals
while at the same time agreeing that we won't agree on the immediate "local" goals. We can all
agree, for example, that life is short and for an eternity we exist no more, but when the
question turns to how we use our limited time, we'll find much divergence of opinion, and we
can't let that divergence prevent us from working together when working together is not only
possible, but necessary for the survival of the philosophy.
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