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So given my last post I do agree with much or most of what you wrote, which I see as very
appropriate comparison of costs and benefits . As I see it, however, the issue where this
discussion helps the most is in articulating and preparing for the question that I think exists in
every new student of Epicurus when they first hear the discussion and think to themselves
"What does he mean by 'absence of pain?'"

I think unless we take great pains to clarify this early, most normal and healthy young people
will naturally be put off by what they will see as the apparent anti pleasure pro ascetic bias of
the terminology, which conveys a meaning that I do not think Epicurus in fact intended to
convey.

Choose pleasurable activities carefully so as not to suffer unnecessary significant pain that in
your context "outweighs" the pleasure? Absolutely YES.

Choose pleasurable activities ONLY if you can be sure that NO pain will result from them?
Absolutely NOT, and that implication has to be firmly dismissed.
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