
Episode Sixty - Dreams and the Mind's Use of Images
Post by “Cassius” of March 3, 2021 at 10:39 PM

I generally don't purchase antique / antiquarian books, but several years ago on ebay I saw
listed a copy of Lucretius translated by John Mason Goode and published in 1810. The binding
and format looked impressive and I had not heard of this edition, so I bought it. It has forever
soured me on "poetic" translations of Lucretius, because I took an immediate dislike to it and
have got very little benefit from it over the years. Goode takes what seem to me to be extreme
liberties in converting the text into English poetry, and as if to one-up his questionable
translation, Goode tended to add the most incredibly tangential footnotes I have ever read in a
Lucretius translation. They seem much more oriented toward making Mr. Goode look like a man
of the world rather than a classical poetry scholar.

At any rate, I decided to check Goode's notes on this topic and what do you know he actually
wrote a fairly lucid note that is probably helpful enough to include here. In the end his point
seems to be "Epicurus' theory may be nonsense but those that came afterwards have been just
as bad" but I do think the part that is his comparison to Plato and Aristotle on the theory of
ideas is actually pretty insightful. I don't know that this puts him in either Munro's camp or
Bailey's camp -- possibly slightly closer to Bailey than Munro, but in the end, it seems to me
Goode is focused on the images more in the respect that they end up being a component of
"analysis" or "truth" than their being the main mechanism of general "thought."

A perfect example of my frustration with Goode is that he starts his note off by referencing the
exchange between Cassius and Cicero, which as noted above i think is right on point, but he
manages to cut out Cassius' reply and thereby omits to say that Cassius *denied* what Cicero
was alleging about the images. Seems to me a rather surprising omission. 

Anyway, maybe someone will find a scan of this to be a little thought-provoking. (Attached)
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I feel like the comment below underlined in red is HIGHLY justified, if Goode's note-writing is
any indication:
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