All Pleasure Is Desirable, Because It Is Pleasing To
Us, But Is All Pleasure *Equally* Desirable?

Post by “Cassius” of May 7, 2018 at 8:21 AM

To continue adding to thoughts here, it has been suggested to me by a friend that certainly the
natural and necessary pleasures are not interchangeable. Each one has to be enjoyed to the
maximum, assuming that this is possible.

| then responded to my friend: "Ok | certainly agree on interchangeability. But perhaps the
greater question is: "What in Epicurean philosophy would tell us to enjoy wine (for example)
when it is available without outweighing pain rather than stick to our water all the time?"
Certainly parts of the letter to Menoeceus COULD be read to say that, but | do not believe that
to be the meaning. And | presume you don't either - none of us do that. But we do not want to
accept the implication that we are poor Epicureans in doing so. What Epicurean principle(s) are
best used to override that implication, which is so popular today?
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