
All Pleasure Is Desirable, Because It Is Pleasing To
Us, But Is All Pleasure *Equally* Desirable?
Post by “Cassius” of May 7, 2018 at 6:48 AM

Welcome to the forum! Very interesting questions. On first thought:

1. Pleasures differ, certainly in intensity and duration and probably in other ways as well. Also,
pleasure does not exist in the air apart from things / experiences that we find pleasing, and
certainly some things we find pleasing are more efficient at removing certain types of pain than
others.

2. I would say that for a human complete freedom from pain IS unattainable, at least over any
significant period of time. The part of your point beginning "because surely..." seems to me to
be a false deduction from the meaning of "absence of pain," which I contend to be (even in
concept) only a state of unadulterated combination of ordinary pleasure. However your
question is excellent because it exposes an inherent conceptual fragility with the "absence of
pain is a state other and higher than ordinary pleasure" construct.

But I say this is "only on first thought" and i will be very interested in your further comment. I
consider my point 1 to be firm, my point 2 is less so at least in part because point 2 is more
abstract.
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